DBQuest
Dig into primary source material with DBQuest, the interactive document
analysis tool from iCivics. Whether you’re a social studies teacher looking for
fun ways to support literacy skills or an ELA teacher interested in digital writing
tools, DBQuest is for you!

With DBQuest, iCivics
expands its collection of
digital literacy tools
designed to support the
skills needed to read and
understand complex
texts.



Address a guiding question as you analyze primary sources



Target evidence-based reading skills aligned with Common Core



Analyze a variety of texts, images, and videos



Engage students with meaningful, real-life issues



Combine technology and instruction in a blended learning model



Track student and class progress with MyiCivics

DBQuest introduces students to
major questions in civics and
history. They are given a Big
Question to use as a guiding light
to examine three selected primary
resources. Each document
challenges students to dig into the
text itself and find the relevant
information through document–
based supporting questions.
Students and their teachers are able to
select between two modes—Guided and
Freeform. The Guided experience
provides scaffolding throughout the tool,
while Freeform offers students the same
elements of tool without the additional
assistance. Both allow students to
produce a thoughtful analysis of the
resources provided.

 Carefully curated

document sets
 Models historical

thinking
 Allows for student

agency within a
guided experience
 Easily fits into any

curriculum
 Supported with

additional classroom
resources
 It’s FREE!

Supported by a grant from the
Library of Congress

The tool takes students through
the same four steps for each
source:
1. Rate the document for
usefulness and determine
perspective
2. Identify and analyze the text
and visual elements that assist
with answering the questions
3. Address the supporting
questions in your own words
4. Summarize your findings as a
response to the Big Question

DBQuest
Civics is a subject area that offers an unlimited supply of the kinds of complex
primary and secondary source texts that we want students to be able to read
and understand. That makes civics natural subject matter for ELA classrooms,
and puts social studies teachers in an excellent position to support literacy
skills. DBQuest launches with three topics focused on primary sources from the
online collections of the Library of Congress:

Students select a tutor
that will act as a guide
and resource throughout
the project. His or her
role will be to draw out
the student’s thoughtprocess for each source
and offer a deeper level
of questioning. The
student is also be able to
engage with their virtual
tutor for support.

 Teaching Guide & Tips
 Classroom Printables

America’s Founding Preambles: Learn how the
American idea of government evolved from a
revolutionary response to monarchy to a unified
nation. The sources will illustrate the effort taken to
reach “a more perfect union” through a close read of
our founding documents.

The Louisiana Purchase: Explore primary sources
related to the purchase, exploration, and
establishment of the Louisiana Territory to discover
the powers of Congress and its role in expansion of
U.S. territory. *COMING SOON*

Constitutional Correspondence: Discover how
tenuous American government’s fate was during the
convention. Sources will show the rollercoaster of
confidence and frustration experienced and the
decision points that could have derailed it all.
*COMING SOON*

 Anticipation &

Reflection Activities
 Evidence Guide
 Overview Reading
 Glossary

The Nashville Sit-Ins: What makes a movement
successful? The people? The actions? The outcome?
Students find out that answering this question is
more involved than it may seem. Each of the
three primary sources reveal a new perspective on
the Nashville Sit-In Movement of 1960, and lead to a
deeper understanding of what it means to work for
change.

DBQuest will take one to
two class periods to
complete and can be done
in a 1-to-1 computing
environment or as a
whole class activity.

Educator Supports: iCivics also offers a range of
teacher supports to help educators make the most of
DBQuest and the broader suite of iCivics resources.
Check out our Facebook page and newsletter for
opportunities!

